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in its scriptures. These, under no circumstances, make it
permissible for Muslims "to enjoy life at the expense of
liberty. A true Muslim has either to immolate himself or
to retain his liberty ; no other course is open for him under
his religion. To-day the Muslims have come to a firm
decision that in freeing their country from its slavery they
will take their fullest share along with their Hindu, Sikh,
Parsi and Christian brethren. Continuously in the last
twelve years I have been training my community and my
country in demanding their rights and their liberty ... I
have consecrated my whole being to it and . . . have never
desisted from pushing on my work and inviting people to
this national goal. 'This is the mission of my life, and if I
live at all I elect to live only for this single purpose. Even
as the Quran says, * My prayers and my observances and
my life and my death are all for my Lord the God of the
Universe '"10.
Many bourgeois Muslims who had drifted into a worldly
secularism were drawn back by the enthusiasms of these
years into a religious loyalty. Outsiders observed that
beards were being grown again by the Westernized ; but
there was a good deal more to the trend than that. Latent
appreciations of religious attitudes were resuscitated, and
Islamic emotions, long dormant, once more became power-
ful. These secular middle-class men were returning to
religion not out of hypocrisy; their type, in whatever
country and of whatever creed, has never, as a rule, repudi-
ated religion outright; religion as they know it has simply
become less and less relevant to their lives. In a crisis, in
a situation such as the one that we are considering, religion
is decidedly relevant once more to what they are doing :
they return to religion, or it might be said that religion re-
turns to them.
The leader himself, Muhammad 'ali, for the first time
in his life read through the Qur'an in a language that he
understood and ' discovered Islam 'u.
The peasantry was in an utterly different environment.
Islam was relevant enough to its life; but that marked